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Leeds, March 22, 1796. | 
My dear Brethren, | 


WAS very ſorry to have a printed Letter put into 
my hands ſigned by your names, I have known 
my of you for upwards of twenty years, and with 
me of you have long been in habits of great inti- 
cy, The Chairman of your Mecting, in particular, 
5 been one of the moſt intimate friends I have had, 
kr fince I was firſt in the Newcaſtle Circuit, which 
in the year 1772. And J am grieved that you 
puld have a hand in any thing that ſeems calculated 
ſtir up ſtrife among us, or to prove, to any, an 
ion of falling. This, I am per ſuaded, you do not 
end, I know moſt of you fo well, that I give you 
credit for what you aſſert reſpecting the upright- 
of your intentions. But ſome of you have lived 
zenough in the world to have learned that, with 
belt intentions, we may inadvertently give occa- 
to much evil, With all the love and friendſ{hi 

e you, and ſtill feel towards you, I will tell you 
y why I think you have taken a falſe ſlep in pub- 
Letter, and wherein it appears to me you 
Alltaken. 
though you tell us in your firſt reſolution * you all, 
that the preſent is a ſuitable opportunity for 
nz the ſentiments of the Societies“ in your Cir- 
you ſhould have ſaid your own ſentiments } on the 
"3 you are pleaſed to take into conſideration, © to 
annexion at large z” yet conſidering the dilputes: 
ave agitated our body for four years laſt paſt, 
the very critical ſituation in which matters were 
A 2 involved 
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involved laſt year, a ſituation which rendered it 
difficult to prevent an entire diviſion from tan 
place among both Preachers and People, it ſurely y 
a time moſt unſuitable, Was it proper to bring {a 
ward freſh matters for debate before we were ao 
about thoſe already upon the carpet ? or to raiſe 10 | 
cions and ſuggeſt ideas which will infli& new * 
on our body, before it was half healed of thoſe { 
merly inflicted? are the diſputes reſpecting the Ly 
Supper, Baptiſm, the Burial of the Dead, and Servint 
Church-hours, ſo amicably and fully ſettled, that i 
now time to begin debating about ſomething elk 
You know the contrary. You know that theſe woun 
are hardly ſkinned over, much leſs are they thoroy 
ly and. radically healed. The ſore {till feſters a 
gathers in many places, and perhaps will not be eu 
without thoſe amputations, and other painful ope 
tions, which it is deſirable, if poſſible, to avoid. 
Your Letter, it is true, may anſwer one end, [tn 
draw the attention of ſome from the former cauſes 
debate to others, and the contending parties n 
leave one bone to quarrel about another, But alas! 
fear they will find it equally dry with thoſe ab 
which they have ſo lately tore env We fleſh, f 
my brethren, for the Lord's ſake, let the People 
whom you profeſs to be ſo much concerned, have i 
reſpite, Let them have a little time to remember 
have ſouls to be ſaved, and to uſe thoſe means that 
calculated to ſave them. How long ſhall they dei 
in the fire of flrife and contention ? When ſhall they 
ſuffered to return from purſuing and ſmiting one 
ther? Before the freſh bone of contention was thi 
out we were only two parties, the one wiſhing for, 
other againſt, the introduction of the Sacrament, 
now, ſo far as your Letter gains attention, and 
mands belief, we ſhall be four. For its natural! 
dency is to divide both, and produce two partiesl 
the one will eſpouſe, and the other reje& your ag, 
cratical form of church government. b hi 
In the mean time, it 1s not difficult to foreſee rene 
conſequences, which, in all. probability, will ler 10. 
upon thele proceedings. Like the Difſenters 18erlly 
laſt century, we ſhall diſpute zbout Plans of ore. 
ment, and external ordinances, till the life of 1: out i. 
and all that is worth contending for, be loſt 6 
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wabple; and we ſhall have nothing left but the dry 
lens which the divided 2 on each ſide, ma 

ne ſecured, You complain of a worldly ſpirit, of 
viſion in Societies, and of want of love to the Preach- 
and yet you are taking, I fear, the very ſteps which 
ay proceed from and partly tend to encreaſe theſe 
i; How happens it, think you, that the minds of 


ward things, but becauſe they have, in whole or in 
on, loſt that inward union with God, which was once 
eir all in all, and to guard andpreſerve which was 
ce their chief care. And do you imagine that to 
ep them diſputing about this and that mode of wor- 
and form of church- government will reſtore what 
ey have loſt, and give them back their firſt love ? 
1! no: it will only feed and increaſe their ſpiritual 
ſorders. Remember, Brethren, the Methodiſts, very 


e cunt ely, were not a people. Permit me then to enquire, 
ope what means did they thus rife from nothing! Was 
d. by Plans of government and modes of worſhip ? 
1 rely no: but {imply by the IVord of God, and Prayer, 
auſes 


h the exerciſe of that diſcipline which ſome parts 


ies N your Letter is manifeſtly calculated to overthrow, 
alas! this head I now proceed to explain mylelf, 

e abt Your 1ſt Poſition is “ That according to the preſent 
. þ! lung rules of conference, the Methodiſt 1 
:ople e their people without conſulting them.“ I wiſh 


u had explained yourſelves more fully on this point, 
aber M told us preciſely What you mean by our ruling the 
$ that ople, For my part it appears to me that our authority 
7 them, and their ſubjection to us, is fo ſmall, that we 
| | hardly be ſaid to rule them at all. And 1 think 
one ur preſent Letter is a demonſtration of this. For 
we had any ſuch authority over you as you 
of, you would not have written in the manner 
ve done, However if Chriſt rule them it will 
and © luficient for their ſalvation, which I truſt, is the 
ty end we aim at. If by ruling the people you mean 
Preaching the word of God to them, or our de- 
ing, accoraing to the belt of our knowledge, the 
* which they muſt believe, the privileges they mult 


rties n 
out de 


foreſee 
will 


, er io their lalvation, it is true in this ſenſe we 
ters 


enlly rule them without conſulting them. It is 


of 9 dur cuſtom, (I will not ſay when we go with, or 
om At invitation, to a new place, but not cven when 
f a 


{quabi AY i has 


many are now turned to, and engroſſed by theſe 


ference, and the duties which they mult perform, iti 


1 
we preach to an old eſtabliſhed Congregation) 6g 
call the people together, to enquire of them what }; 
of doctrine they would wiſh us to inculcate 1 
them, or what will pleaſe or what will ofend the 
Altho' even in this, where we have any Chapels, 
Truitees of thoſe Chapels, have authority to call wi 
an account, and if they judge our dottrine falle, 
contrary to that taught among us from the begin 
they may deny us the uſe of their Pulpits, Now 
this the point in which you want an alteration? | 
itcad of letting that power remain with Truſtees, we 
you wiſh it to be lodged in the whole Congregaig 
In other words, would you wiſh the whole Cong 
gation to be conſtituted Truſtees ? or would you 
a Law to. be enatted amongſt us, that no Preacher 
preſume to addreſs a Congregation, without fille 
quiring of them, “ What doctrine it is their pleaſy 
he thould declare to them?“ This is certainl 
chief authority we exerciſe any where, and if uf 
point you require no change, we ſhall ſoon { 
the reſt. | 

I preſume you will ſay, That it is not matten 
doctrine, but of diſcipline, to which you refer, 
you affirm that we rule the people, without conſul 
them. If ſo, permit me to ſay that you are either 
inattentive, or very forgetful. For a full and pet 
conſultation of this aſſertion, I need only refertoth 
Minutes of our Conferences, which are the repplitag 
of our rules, and the authentic documents of gur 
of procee ding in the government of our Societies 
will then appear, how far you have truth on your 
when you .affirm, „ That the preſent Pulg 
Conference imply that the people ſhould 10 
conſulted,” To begin then at the loweſt point, 
which we exerciſe diſcipline, and that which, int 
formation of a Society, muſt precede all the fell, 
The admiſſion of Members. In the large Mind 
P. 12, Q. 14, it is enquired, * How. ſhall we pi 
„ improper perſons from inſinuating themſelves 


i the Society, And the anſwer is 1ſt. Give Iich e 
none till they are recommended by a Leader ' int 
„% whom they have met at leaſt two months on thei 
«© 9nd, Give Notes to none, but thoſe that are rd inutes 


«© mended by one you know, or till they babe Wu” 
ei three or four times in Claſs. gd, Give wi — f Irlt 
' I. 3 811 1240 18 
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ghich you know require umverſal reformation of 
manners) the fir!t time they meet. See that this be 
never neglefted,” Now, Brethren, you ſee, ac- 
ording to our rules, we cannot ſo much as take a per- 


ls, U on into Society, or even admit an individual on trial, 
Il wi ithout conſulting the Leaders or People. It is true, 
le, his rule can only apply to places where we alrcady 
inning ave a Society, and a der or Leaders to conſult. In 
Noy reſk places, we are obliged to do the beſt we can in 
?] is cale, by conſulting thoſe that invite us to preach, 


rany on whoſe word we can beſt rely, reſpecting the 
araſter of thoſe that offer themſelves to be admitted 
members. : | 
ou But perhaps you will ſay “ The preceding rule does 
er! bot require you to conſult all the Leaders, as to the | 
imilion of Members, and to act according to the 
agment of the Majority.“ Conſult all the Leaders! 
hat? upon the taking in of every freſh member? 
both we and you ſhall have work enough. There 
not need to be any revival of religion among us : 
pon this plan. Our Societies had need to remain 
atten etty much at one ſtay ! 
But adly. As to the appointment of freſh Leaders 
d Stewards, 4 What rule, (you aſk,) requires an 
her if Aſſiſtant to conſult Leaders and Stewards in the ap- 
pointment of new Leaders and Stewards.” You 
ean, I ſuppoſe, where we already have a Society, 


olitap ih one or more Leaders and Stewards, For as to | 
our o8W@oſulting them, where there are none, that is im- 
ties üble. In this cafe, (which, you know, on our Plan | 
your| ſetking and ſaving the loft, wherever we can find | 


em, is continually occurring) we are under a ne- 
ry of acting according to the beſt light and infor- 


point ion we Can get from any ſerious and judicious per- 
h, ib4 „ in the place or neighbourhood, But wherever 
rell, have a Society, our cuſtom, in this matter, is expli- 
Mins 


r p81 ces, and 1t 1s the very reverſe of what you affirm, 
lves dates 1794, Pp. 32, © The Preachers, have ever ap- 
ed Leaders, cholen Stewards, and admitted mem- 


| 
| 
ly declared in the Minutes of the two laſt Confer- 
t into and expelled them from the Society. conſults 


; 00 e- Brethren, the Stewards and Leaders.“ And 
re nes 1795. p. 36, It has been our general cuſtom 
have erer to appornt or remove a Leader or Steward, without 
he l "ſe confulting the Leaders or Stewards of the Society, 


A 4 . 6 and 


8 
& and WẽW Iðẽ 'ARE RESOLVED TO WALK BY Tyr un 
„ RULE.” It is to be obſerved that the Stewards hen 
meant, are only the Society or Circuit Stewards fh 
as to thoſe Stewards to whom the reception and dl 
burſement of the Scat- rents, in our Chapels, bel, 
and whoſe truſt is generally twice as great as that 
the others, they, according to our rule, are appointe 
by the Truſtees, the Aſſiſtant Preacher only being py 
ſent and having but one vote. See Minutes 1994, p. 3. 

But do not the Preachers rule the *Truftees with 
conſulting them? Have they not an undue Pom 
over them? By no means, They cannot remove os 
of them from his office on any account whatever, (alth 
according to ſome of the deeds of Truſt the othe 
Truſtees, or a majority of them may.) Nor can th 
of themſelves exclude one of them from the Sociey 
For in the Minutes, 1794, p. 33, it is enafted, 9 
no Truſtee, (however accuſed or defective in conſy 
ing to the eſtabliſhed rules of Society) ſhall be re =; 
from the Society, unleſs his crime or breach offi 
rules of the Society be proved in the preſence of 
Truſtees and Leaders.” 

Now, my brethren, we have gone thro' the vd 
deſcriptions of hearers, perſons on trial, private My 
bers of Society, Leaders, Stewards and Truſtees, and 
tave found your doctrine fail with regard to al 
them. We do not and cannot, according to bur Rule 
rule any of them, without conſulting them, It at 
remains now that we conſider the caſe of Preach 
And as to this point, I will pledge myſelf to p 
that inſtead of our ruling you, you rule ut, and | 
without conſulling us, nay and judge and condemn us| 
See p. 33, of the laſt Minutes, you have an ai 
concerning diſcipline, the ad. rule of which ſpecitt 
6 That if the Majority of the Truſtees, or of the h 
erds and Leaders of any Society, believe that 
Preacher, appointed for their Circuit, is :mmoral, & 
neous in dodrinr, deficient in abilities, or that hel 
broken any of the rules of Conference, they ſhall 
authority to ſummon the Preachers of the Diltrif, 
all the "Truſtees, Stewards, and Leaders of the Ui 
cui.“ In this meeting not only each Preacher, 
& eacin Truſtee, Steward, and Leader, ſhall have à . 
Ard if it ſhall appear to a majority of this Meetin 


that the Preacher is immoral, or erroneous, * 
a 
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11 be conſidered as removed from the Circuit.“ In 
the next rule it is enacted, “ That if any Preacher te- 
iſe to ſubmit to the above mode of trial, he ſhall be 
conſidered as ſuſpended till Conference,” 

Now, my brethren, recolle& that the Leaders, Stews- 
„n and Truſtees, muſt always conſtitute a great ma- 
ority of ſuch a Meeting, and then ſay who rule. We 
or jou? In whom is the greater power veſted ? and 
% have moſt reaſon to complain? I would adviſe 
ou to be quiet, and reſt ſatisfied with the power you 
ve obtained, for if you do not, ſome of us will 
nove the next Conference for an abrogation of the 
receding rule, which many think very partial in your 
;your, and we have no doubt of carrying the motion, 
nd then you may help yourſelves as you can. | 

It appears then, that, according to our rules, the 
reachers can exerciſe no Power over any Truſtee, or 

ader, or private member without conſulting the appro- 
tion of the people or their repreſentatives, the other 
rultees, Stewards or Leaders; nay that without them 

ey cannot ſo much as admit an individual into ſociety 
r receive a perſon on trial. While on the other hand, 
u can arraign, try, condemn and execute any of us, 
mtrary to the judgment and againſt the will of our fel- 
w Labourers in the Circuit, of all the Preachers in 

e Diſtrift, yea and in defiance of the whole Conference. 
his is not all. There are other inſtances, and thoſe 

a very important nature, in which alſo you reign as 
ings without us, and I pray God you may reign, that 
e may have only to be ſubject, and have no more 
ntention with each other. We are a Society, you 
y, in which the peoble have no voice.” Now I can go 
great way to prove that, in matters judged by the 
hole Connection to be the moſt important, next to 
Carine, of any we have to do with, they onLy have a 

ie, What things have been thought ſo important 

ong us, for theſe four years laſt palt, as thoſe which 
ſpett the introduftiongaf the Sacrament, Baptiſm, the 
nal of the dead, es in Church hours ? and 
three ſucceeding Cehferences have left the deter- 


nation of theſe points principally to the people or 
ar repreſentatives... At the laſt Leeds Conference, 
93, it was enatted, that the Preachers ſhould not 
e power, how much ſo ever they might deſire it, to 
ucduce the Lord's Supper any where * unleſs the 
A 5 whole 


— — ne 


are for liberty, and for matters being determined 3 


0 


whole — were unanimous for it, and wou! ing 


be contented without it.” And the following 

the decree was extended to include allo Baptifm — 
Burial of the Dead, and Prtathing in Church-kiyy, 
with only this alteration, that a change of the cuſton 
as to theſe things, ſhould not take place « where th ol 
union and concord of the Society could be:preſeryy 
without it.“ I do not ſay that the rule in theſe Cas 
was adhered to by every Preacher. Perhaps it wy 
not. Nevertheleis ſuch was the rule, arid it is of vil 
you ſpeak. And if it was violated in ſome Inſtance 
vou, I preſume, will not complain, ſince it has low 
been the wiſh and ſtudy of the leading men among 
you to introduce theſe: things as faſt. as poſſible, ng 
only where the whole Society or a majority there 
but where any individuals, however few in numbe; 
and voung in experience, deſired it. And yet * 


cording to the will of a majority!!! To meet youg 
far as poſſible, and put things on as equitable a fo 
ing 25 might be, the laſt Conference decreed, thatthel 
important affairs ſhould be left to the deciſion of the 
Trujtc:s; Leaders, and Stewards in every place, a maj 
rity of whom are to determine concerning ther 
Only, to prevent deception, it is enacted that th 
confent of Conference thould be obtained before they 
determination be carried into effect. 
And now, what becomes of your affertions 4 thi 
theſe things have not engaged the attention of Con 
rence,” and that according to the preſent exiſtnf 
rules of Conference, the Methodiſt Preachers nei” 
their people without conſulting them.“ ou did ud 
to add, * as far as we underſtand thofe rules,“ f 
it _ evidently you have not underſtood the 

at al | 
But you aſ further, „Have the Quarterly Mex 
ings been conſulted in the appointment of local Preach 
ers, recommending, Preachers to travel, or their excls 
fon P' I believe they genewfilly have, and it is 
wiſh of the Conference that they Mould, or at lea 
that thoſe ſhould be confulted who are moſt propert 
judge in this cafe, viz, the Leaders, Stewards, True 
and moſt judicious of the people, where the peil 
referred to, live. Theſe bah have often an oppdt 
tunity of hearing and converſing with them, and, 
ing 


5 | 


roughly acquainted with their life and conver- 


Id u 222 be much better able to judge than thoſe 
1 glewards, or local Preachers, from diſtant Societies, 
, the who, although attending the Quarter-Meeting, never 
hour heard, nor converſed with them, nay and perhaps do 
uſton, "ot lo much as know them, And as to the caſe of 
re th recommending Preachers to travel, the Conference, 
ſerve who, 1 am certain, have it as much at heart as you 
e Cale bh have, to prevent improper perſons from gainin 


it wa zdmiſſion among us, will have no objettion, I believe, 


1 11 lo make a rule, That no one Mall be recommended at Con- 
antet wence to travel, who has not firſt been propoſed at a 
5 lon Trader, Quarterly, and Piſtrict Meeting, and approved by 
aniong i majority in each. And as to the excluſion of a tra- 


le, nd 
neredf, 
umben 
et yOu 
ed a6 
you 
a ſodk 


elling Preacher, or at leaſt the removing of him from 
bis Cireuit, that, according to our late rule, is all 
our own, You can do it whenever you pleaſe, if 
You can but ſhew a juſt cauſe. 

As to conſulting the Quarter - Meeting about making 
nd receiving collettions, I ſee no impropriety in that. 
Vhy ſhould a general Meeting be troubled with parti. 


— ilar and local matters. The cuſtom is to conſult the 
e rds, and generally the Leaders and Truftees alſo of 
n * ach place where a collection is propoſed to be made. 
then 


adeed as to the quarterly or monthly collections where 
hey are in uſe, it is the buſineſs of the Stewards to 
emind us of the time when they ſhall be made, which 
hey are in general very punctual in doing, And with 
eſpe to {uch as are made once a year, as that for 
ingswood School, or the yearly ſubſcription, our 


hat th 
re then 


; 6 thit 
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_ ethod is to conſult with the Leaders and Stewards, as 
an o the beſt time of making them. But you have my 
* earty conſent, and I believe that of moſt of my bre- 


hren alſo, to take the whole bufineſs of collections and 
ucriptions, for carrying on the work, into your own 
ands, Deviſe a plan for raiſing what money is wanted, 
nd receive and diſburſe it all, and welcome. You 
ill fave us a vaſt deal of time, and eaſe us of a great 
burden, And I hope from this time the Conference 
vill inſiſt on your doing it, if you with to have Preach- 
t ſent you, | 


d dhe 
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roper i 199 1 : 

Tae As to the diviſion of Circuits, I have nothing to 
5 ay, I think it is neceſſary that ſomething more ex- 

age licit ſhould be enacted on this head. to prevent the 

1 OpP 
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( 12 ) 
cannot bear, But this is but one ſingle particular 
of the many you allege, and even with regard to th 
if it have any thing to do with our ruling the 
we do not rule them without conſulting them, 281 1 F 
lieve few inſtances can be produced of Circuits ben 
divided without adviſing with the. Stewards and leak, 
ing perſons in them, So that I accept your challem 
and dd “ deny that we are a Society in which the be 
have no voice,” For, if they ſpeak by their Leaden, 
Stewards, and Truſtees, they have a voice in every th 

of importance, that reſpetts any part of our dof 
diſcipline or ceconomy, and in ſome things a very vi 

and authoritative voice indeed, On the other han 

| we have it not in our power to utter one alarming ſy 
lable to them, For, according to your own confeſſig aſl 

they have always one thing in their power, and that 
reſiſtance. We cannot either take them into Society 

er keep them in it one moment, much leſs can we 

them, as you expreſs it, in any ſenſe whatever, at 

their will, or without their conſent. . What therefore y 

ſay about „ one part of the human race treating tk 
others as irrational beings,” is mere fineſſe, calcula 

only to inflame, and when you inſinuate that it | 

longs to our ſyſtem, you both ſtrangely miſtake f 
nature of that ſyſtem, and forget what you yourſele 

and many ten thouſands, both in Europe and Amen 

owe to it, I think too, that your words imply a ſim 
cenſure of the conduct of our late venerable Fathe tai 
whoſe Plan, you know, we have only altered in th 
matters, to accommodate it more to your views u 
Wiſhes. 

It appears evidently by all this, that your app 

in your and. Poſition, to reaſon, revelation, and f 
natural order of Society, is without foundation, TI 

1ſt. Poſition having been ſhewn to be falſe, the nt 
which is built upon it, falls of courſe, Neverthelel; 
youamplifyit afterwards, and quote a few Texts to pm 

that the primitive Chriſtians were virtually conlulte 

in the * of their ſpiritual guides; 1 muſt ſo f nc 

| notice what you advance, as to deſire you to tum 
fl thoſe Texts again, and read them in connex10n 
1 the context, and you will ſee that there is not one( We 
them that bears the moſt diſtant alluſion, to any thin pt. 
of the kind. Ads xvi. 1, relates entirely to | | 


choice of Stewards to manage the Poor - Money. A 
xv. 22 


( 13 ) 

v. 22, 23, relates to the chooſing of three Meſ- 
_ to accompany Paul and Barnabas to Antioch, 
carry a meſſage. Acts xvi, 2. ſpeaks only of the 
od character that Timothy bore among the bre- 
ren at Lyſtra, which it ſeems, induced St. Paul to 
Le him along with him as a companion; and the 
her paſſage, viz. 1. Tim. iii. 10, refers only to the 
al that ought to be made of the integrity, and fidelity 
Deacons, that is, temporal Stewards, before they 
ut into office, and entruſted with the money be- 
ging to the Poor, or the Church, ſo that if you can 
d no better proofs than theſe, that * ought to 
conſulted in the choice of their ſpiritual guides, 
a fall ſadly ſhort indeed. And methinks, this cir- 
mſtance alone might convince you that you are 
eavouring to draw us from a ſcriptural Plan, to 
ociety e that is unſcriptural, It is true, in one ſenſe, every 
we n chooſes, and muſt chooſe his ſpiritual guide: 
again is and muſt be at full liberty to hear that Miniſter, 
ore yt Preacher he chooſes, and to unite himſelf to that 
ing thfcicty or body of chriſtians, he judges he can be 
Iculate | profited amongſt, But to ſuppoſe that the Scrip- 
t it h es countenance the idea of people chooſing, or ap- 
ake i nting their own Preachers, is, I am ſatisfied, with- 
urſelve foundation, The Epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus, 
Amer hich I refer you, are a demonſtration to the con- 
a ſtrat y, The holy ſcriptures take for granted, what is 
Fate ny a truth, that the firſt and principal end of 
in th zoſpel Miniſtry is to call Sinners to repentance, and 
ews u mankind, and if ſinners, are only to be thus 
| ed, and mankind reformed by thoſe they chooſe 
r ape appoint, they will never be called, or reformed 
and d l. For they will either chooſe and appoint no 
on, II ichers, or ſuch as will, by their doctrine and ex- 
the wi le, encourage them in, and not reprove them for 
thelel rns. And altho* another, and very important 


s to pro of Preaching be to edify, or build up in faith and 


con |ulte@nels, ſuch as are already converted, yet it is Chriſt, 
uſt ſoli not the people, that gives Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and 


o tum! hers for this end; that is, by the gifts and graces 
cion ui Spirit, he qualifies them for, and calls them to 
not onet work, Hitherto I believe we have been on the 
any thi ptural Plan in this buſineſs, and if you ſhould 
ly to! and by forming an Ariſtocracy, compel us to 


1cy. Meet and adopt the Plan of the Diſſenters, mark 
XV. 2% the 


true-penitents and excluded ſuch as walked dilor: 


| ( 14 ) 
the conſequences, Our congregations will (4, 
like many of theirs, either continually quarrel 
with their Preachers, or divided and {abqiyiq 
about the choice of them, while the one care 2 
ſtudy of the Preachers muſt be, not to prof hy, 
pleaſe their hearers, and eſpecially thoſe of then th 
are rich, on whom their maintenance will chiefly 1 
pend, and whom they muſt take care neyer io f 
rove for any thing amiſs in their ſpirit or conc 
ook talk of Itinerancy being at an end; but on Jer 
Plan, to which, if I underſtand you, yon are ven 
faſt, it will be at an end indeed, For if our Sociev 
or Circuits, begin to choole their own Preacherg 
cannot in the nature of things, ſubſiſt two years, I 
would undoubtedly be agreeable to ſome of us, u 
as you : we ſhould get congregations among you, a 
be very comfortably ſettled, at leaſt as long a 
could find means of pleaſing you and retaining y. 
good will, But the point to be conſidered 
would this be for the general good ? for the ſpread 
of religion in the nation? I Fee the gene 
opinion is that it would not. Take heed, therefq 
I beſeech you, how you take thoſe ſteps, which 
infallibly lead to it. 

Perhaps you will wonder, why I have juſt uſedt 
word Ariſtocracy and applied it to you. For youre 
nion, it ſeems, is that the Preachers form an Arif 
and that their power 1s contrary to the natural orde 
Society, “ You know, you ſay, but of two p 
dents to countenance it: the one the Papal auth 
and the other tyrannzcal civil Governments,” Perhaps 
But I know a third, viz, the authority which thel 
Chriſtian Paſtors and Teachers exerciſed over the (h 
tian Church. That was nearly, if not altogether 
ſame with that which we exerciſe over our Socit 
They appointed Preachers, and Spiritual Guides 
gave the right hand of fellowfhip, to thoſe whom! 
believed God had called to the work of the Mini 
They preached the word to the people, and adn 
into the Chriſtian Church, thoſe they judged 18 
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and theſe and ſuch like things they did, thro 
authority Chriſt had given them, altho' it is po 
that, in doubiful caſes, at leaſt, they might conlul 
people, But the two fore-mentioned powe"s,! 


1 
1 
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aal and that of tyrannical, civil governments,) bot fi 
lume a power of dictating to their people, and re- 
nire implicit faith and paſlive obedience,” True, 
1 therefore our authority does not reſemble theirs 
all, for we require neither the one nor the other: 
e only wiſh you to belteve the truths Chriſt has 
inly revealed, and to obey the precepts he has manifeſt- 
enjoined, and when we exerciſe our authority in the 
rel inſtance, we can only deny a Ticket, or ex- 
ade from the Society thoſe that openly tranſgreſs 
the latter inſtance, viz, that manifeſtly violate 
it's commands. i ö | | 
In the mean time you are taking ſteps to form an 
iltlocracy of a very different kind, an Ariſtocracy 
which the ſacred Scriptures know nothing. You 
endeavouring to form a. powerful combination 
vinſt that ſcriptural-plan of proceeding which has 
n attended with ſuch happy effects in this and in 
er countries, And although the meaſure. is purely 
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pread ur own, Or rather the contrivance of two or three 
an you, yet you would perſuade us that you ſpcak the 

1 age of the people, and that your Letter ſtates the 
10 


ments of the Societies in your Circutts; whereas FE 
y venture to al.-:t, that not one in gco of them fo 
ch as know of 10h writing !] So much for your 
ard for the people 

gat you are decidedly of opinion “ that the eviis 
pplained of among it us may be attributed to this 


uſed! 
yours 
Inſtom 
| orde 


"ey ſcriptural and oppreſſive ſyſtem,” I have ſhewn-you 
boy: | the ſyſtem is neither antiſcriptural nor oppreſſive, 
erb | can ealily ſhew you how to account for the evils 
h the! wother way. Is it not evident, you fey, that the 
the G it of jealouſy is deſtroying the ſpirit of love!“ It 
gether and this Letter of yours, as it is the product of, ſo 
*. ill add no little fuel io the fire of this jealous ſpirit, 


Jo we not fee a worldly ſpirit overſpreading the 
nexion?” We do: and that ſpirit, the fruit. of 


= uy proſperity, and neglect of the means of grace, 
1 es many, like you, to raiſe a clamour about ex- 
de « ordinances and alterations of our Plan, inſtead: 
rw tending io what is of far more importance, the 
i very of their firſt love and ſimplicity, You aſk 


ter, «Is there not a dangerous tendency to divi- 
wers n many Societies? Indeed there is. And from 
n Pub i cau'e ? but the introduction of new things. and 
5 ſuch 


_ diſts in the eſtabliſhed Church, have the confidence 


| ( 0 
ſuch changes of our economy, as you propoſe ; chan 
which never can take place without conſulting ©; 
whole body, unleſs you could prevail on 100,000 
ple of both ſexes and of all deſcriptions, to give 
their wills to a very few, that are neither wiſer Nor 
better than themſelves, But * is there not a decay g 
that tender affection, that reverence and eſteem, yit 
which the primitive Methodiſts received their Prexe 
ers.” Yes, certainly, This 1s another evil we hare 
to complain of. But let me aſk you; Can it entering 
your minds that any who read your Letter, and belien 
as you teach, that the whole body of Preachers ry 
the Societies in an unſcriptural and oppreſive manner 
(which are your words) and in a manner that haz 
parallels ſave in the Papal authority, and in tyramig 
civil Governments, — can you ſuppoſe, I ſay, that th 
will hereby get either their afe&ton, or reverence, i 
eſteem for the Preachers increaſed ? Alas! my Bn 
thren, how ſadly have you miſtaken your way!! 

The permitting perſons to be employed as ſpirity 
guides who have not the confidence of the peopl 
may be an evil, and the ſource of ſome othereyi 
but you don't ſeem to be at all aware of one thing, a 
that is, that in conſequence of the difference of q 
nion and conſequent ſtrife, which has pervaded i 
whole body, (evils to which ſome of you have cont 
buted your part) ſome of the oldeſt and moſt approve 
Preachers of the Connexion have not the confidend 
of the party whoſe ſcheme they do not abet, and who 
ſentiments they do not eſpouſe. Thus, the Preache 
that are friendly to the introduction of the Sac 
have the confidence of that party, but not of thi 
that adhere to the old way. On the other hand, thi 
that are advocates for the continuance of the Met 


thoſe whoſe views accord with their own, but not 
thoſe who differ from them. This is an evil indect 
an evil of the firſt magnitude, for it threatens enti 
to divide and therefore to deſtroy us. But of this)! 
ſeem quite inſenſible, and imagine that “ if eve 
A ſſiſtant were obliged to act in conjunction with 
Leader (or I preſume you mean, a majority of | 
Leaders where there are ſeveral) it would fatisfy 
parties, and remove every juſt cauſe of complain 


Alas! my Brethren, how little you know of the! 
0 
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e our Societies! * Satisfy all parties!” No indeed, 
can teſtify to the contrary. I can produce a Preacher 
bg afts in conjunction with a majority of the Truflees, 
th all the Stewards and at leaſt two thirds of the 
nder, and yet cannot ſatisfy the oppoſing party 3 
fer lets, with a View to abet and forward their deſigns, 
e would take ſteps diſapproved of by theſe ſundry 
n, vii ſcriptions of perſons, and act in open violation of 
de laie Plan of Pacification, 

ve hang Theſe and many more things of a ſimilar nature 
ter inn Ake it evident, beyond a doubt, that your Poſition in 
belien he fifth page, although printed in Capitals, is totally 
did of foundation, Viz. that “a want of deliberation 


ers nu 
manner ith the people is the great ſource of all thoſe evils, 
bat exiſt among us, and that it has already greatly 

rannicl zen the conhdence of many.” So far from this 
nat th ing the caſe, there is reaſon to doubt whether it be 

ence, 0 be ſource of any of the evils you refer to. And as 


o its ſhaking the confidence of many, how can this 
the caſe, when you tell us (P. 4,) that „ you have 
eatedly ſaid that the Preachers in general haye the 
nfidence of the people,“ and (P. 5,) that “the lead- 
2 men in the Conference, (the men, I preſume, that 
hieſly manage matters and influence the reſt) have 
ficiently proved their regard for the people to pre- 


people 
er evil 
ng, a 
of or 


ded th ent any ſuſpicion of their deſigns.” Theſe things, 
cont Jardly [zem conſiſtent: and other things, which you 
prove ſert, {till leſs ſo, For inſtance, P. 5, you tell us “ at 
\hdend reſent all is doubt, darkneſs, and diftruſt, and muſt 


d who ow worſe every year, unleſs a miracle be wrought, 


reach WP convince the people, that every new Preacher, is 
enen of Cod:“ that, „there is a majority in the 
of tho vnference, who are far from being generally known 
d, e Connexion, and who never bad an opportunity 


Met 
lence 
t nol 
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ent! 


| proving the purity of their deſigns,” And yet, 
you have repeatedly ſaid that the Preachers in general 
ve the confidence of the people.” Theſe things, 


10 again, are not ealy to be reconciled to each 
er! | 


bis ne thing perfectly aſtoniſhes me in your Letter, 
f eve 0» [peak as tho” it were the fudy of the Preachers, 
with introduce improper perſons into the connexion, 
fi they had {ome motive for ſo doing.“ The 
isfy bor 15 open and 1mproper perſons are and will be 
plein e:“ „Preachers may be ſmuggled into the 
the | Con- 


0 


— — — * * 


muſt be more fo than you ſuppoſe, to pu 
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Connection.“ © There are Preachers recommendti 
Conference, perhaps every year, who have ng 
good report.“ What poſſible inducement can we} 
to act as you {uppoſe? What end have we, or wn 
have to anſwer, by the introduttion of ſuch pero 
Will they increaſe our congregations, or enlarye 
Societies, and thereby add to our income? (ry 
they do us honour and render our body more es 
table in the nation? Surely we muſt know thay 
very reverſe of this would follow ſuch proceeding 
You ſpeak of many of us as ignorant and weak, but\ 


ſtar 
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ſuch a conduct as you lay to our charge, Methinl 
moment's reflection, might convince you that we hg 
every poſlible motive, to induce us to take Particul 
care that no perſon be admitted amonglt us thy 
unfit for the work. Accordingly great attentig 
paid every year to this ſubject; much more, | 
certain, than was paid to it in Mr, Welley's & 
Whenever a perſon is propoſed to travel, all poll 
enquiry is made, (according to the ſolemn injunfli 
Tecorded in the large Minutes, concerning his ny 
character, his chriſtian experience and piety, his abi 
for the work, and the fruit already produced by 
labours, as a Local Preacher. And unleſs a majon 
of the Conference be ſatisfied on all theſe heads, he 
not received, That they are never miſtaken in d 
Judgment of any one, I do not aſſert. But that gi 
care is and will be taken, I am well aſſured, Aga 
after a perſon is received on trial, if it appear b 
repreſentation of the Leaders, Stewards, Inuit, 
any of the people among whom he was appointed 
labour, that the Conference had eitertained t 
favourable an opinion of him, and that he is maui 
ly wanting in ſome or other, or all of theſe qui 
cations, he is ſet aſide, Nay and if this appear z 
years after he is admitted into full connexion, till 
is dropped. Now if you add to this the power abo 
mentioned, given by the laſt Conference to the I 
tees, Stewards and Leaders of every Circuit to rej: 
diſmiſs on certain conditions, any Preacher, app*"% 
for their Circuit, you mult  {ge, I think, that al 
done that can be done to ſecure the purity and v 
tability af the body. In this point, I believe, 


Preachers are more righteous than the people. | 
| inſtance 


— — — — 
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lanees have been and are not now wanting, in 
wich the Diſtrict. Meetings have ſuſpended, nay and 
de whole Conference excluded a man, upon manifeſt 
doof of immorality, and yet, in deſpite of the 


nded 
© Not 
we h 
can 


eren achers, ihe people in different places, nay and the 
ge eaders, although they were not ignorant of the proofs 
Or y f his guilt, have perſiſted to countenance and encou- 


ve him, I could name the perſons and places, were 


needful, ; 
Believe me, Brethren, we have it as much at heart 


reſp 
that U 
eeding 


but vou can have, to correct abuſes of every kind, and 
pu a Plan, were it pratticable, © that would for ever 
hin it an end to ſeparate intereſts and deſtructive jealou- 
we ., But while you yourſelves are ſo divided in your 
articy ntiments and views, we deſpair of being able to at- 


that] 
2ntion 
* 
J 
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undo 
1s mar, 


ahh 


in any ſuch end, and are very apprehenſive that 
fler all that can be done to preſerve our union, thefe: 
ilputes and contentions, fomented no little by this 
ch of writing, will terminate in an entire and final 
paration, If ſo, it will be much to be regretted 
it we did not divide ſooner, I mean. before the 
pearance of your Letter, For had the mournful 
ent happencd laſt Conference, we certainly ſhould 


1 by ly have been two parties, but ſhould it take place 
majon , we ſhall in fallibly be crumbled into four: this 
ds, be ent lo much to be dreaded, thoſe parts of your 
in ener which wear a threatening aſpeR, will, be 
nat gend greatly to accelerate, If the Conference do 
Agi t act immediately as you propoſe, the Circhits, you 
r by popheſy (P. 6.} will take the matter into their own 
lee WW ns, and act on principles you deprecate;“ and 
10ted ie © [(mothered flame will break out with irrefiſtible 
ned 1oicnce.” For that, “the people do not want means 


eilecting their own deligns., They can determine 


qual keep the Preacher's Fund, (you, mean only what 
ar e themſelves. occahonally ſubſcribe to it) the 
„tig e- Money, and the Yearly and Kingſwood Col- 
-r abo Wion, in the hands of the Town and. Circuit 
he Ti ewatds, can prohibit any perſon from leading a 
rejelt las, or entering a Pulpit, till he has had the appro- 
pp non of the majority of the Leaders, and Quarterly 
j2t al ectinys,” &c, &c, Theſe and many other tuch like 
d rely eattul things they can do. Well, my brethren; and 
* hatthen? We too have at leaſt one thing in our power. 
e. 


© can quietly withdraw from the Society, of ſuch 
unrced. 


FC 
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evinces. And ſhould diſagreeable conſequences folly 


Preachers,“ to any thing reaſonable or proper as jt 
"ſay, but to your inattention and oppoſition to 


be not many Maſjters. | 
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unreaſonable men, who in all theſe years have lea 
ſo little obedience to thoſe that ſpoke the word of i 
to them, and watched for their ſouls, as thoſe that ny 
give an account. After ſpending our youth, and þ 
and ftrength in miniſtring to thoſe that ſo unworg 
requite us, we can ſeck an aſylum, amidft the g 
crealing infirmities and afflictions of declining ; 
in ſome ſequeſtered ſpot, crying out in the language 
the Prophet, I kave nouriſhed and brought up chilly 
and they have rebelled againſt me. 

Well but, „Should any of the Preachers deterniy 
to leave us, merely becauſe the people are reſoha 
to be conſulted, (ſay becauſe a few leading men ſom 
an Ariftocracy, and then reſolved to invert all ode 
could they be juſtified by their own conſcience 
the unprejudiced reaſon of good men, or the infalliz 
word of God.“ Yes by all theſe, as this letter ful 


upon your ſtepping forward, in this manner, ( 
which you feem to be apprehenſive,) they may} 
attributed to very different caufes from thoſe y 
mention: viz, not © to the inattention or oppoſition of ii 


ames's important doctrine (ch. iii. 1.) My brett 


Once more and I have done. You declare ſolemi 
zin the beginning of your Letter' that the end you 
poſe 15 a ſtricter union of Preachers and people,” a 
that it is „your ſincere intention to labour to preſe 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.“ 
this point I give you credit. The knowledge | hi 
of many of you leaves me no room to doubt the try 
of what you affirm, But how exceedingly were 
overſeen then, when in a Letter, the profeſſed deſign 
which was peace and unity, you inadvertently thre 
out ſo many expreſſions, which even if true, e 
have no tendency but to exaſperate ; but if falle, 
many affirm them to be, will be found much more 
voking. I had made out a liſt of theſe to be inſe 
in this Letter, but as I have too much eſteem and 
gard for you to wiſh to excite the reſentment of i 
of my brethren againſt you, I ſhall ſupprels it,! 
only beſeech you for the ſake of that mutual love vi 
is the chief badge of our diſcipleſhip, * 

TX whi 


1 
dich all we profeſs is nothing, to have done with this 
"dof language. Believe me, you have it not in your 
ver to harm us. What do we gain by ſerving you 
lt an uncertain and precarious ſubſiſtence, with re- 
bach, labour, diſquiet, and an unſettled and wan- 
ing life 7 I had almolt ſaid, to be fugitives and vas 
bonds upon the carth? Hath not God ſet us forth 
(like the perſons brought forth in the Amphithea- 
at Rome in the after part of the day appointed 
certain death by the teeth of wild beaſts) and 
ide us @ ſpectacle to the world, to angels and to men? 
are fools for Chriſt : but ye are wiſe in Chriſt : We 
tweak but ye are ſtrong, Ye are honourable : but we 
e deſpiſed. Even to this preſent hour, if we do not 
wer and thirſt, if we are not naked and buffeted 3 
t we have no certain dwelling place. And if we do 
jt many of us labour, working with our own hands, 
t we travel almoſt daily, in all weathers, ſometimes, 
J:ed, on horſe-back, but frequently, of late years, 
foot, that we may bring you the Jen tidings of ſal- 
tion, as ſree of expence as poſſible, and may ſeek 
d ſave the loſt ſheep of the houſe of our Iſrael. 
ing reviled we blefs, being perſecuted, we ſuffer it, 
ing defamed we intreat. e are made the. filth of 
e earth, and the offscouring of all things to this day. 
write not theſe things to ſhame you, but as my beloved 
dren, (which, if I miſtake not, ſome of you are,) 
warn you, While many, if not of you, yet of our 
ople, who thro? us, or our Predeceſſors in the work, 
ſe from nothing, and are not a whit before ſome 
nong us, either in abilities or diligence, have amaſſed 
eat wealth, purchaſed eſtates, and built themſelves 
ues of cedar, we, with our wives and little ones, 
e ſtul dependant upon the contributions of others for 
maintenance, removing from place to place, year by 
, and day by day, and leading a pilgrim. like life, at 
ur call and to ſerve your eternal interelts, if not even 
nel imes to gratify your curioſity and your itch tor 
velty, And hy? becauſe we are in love with ſuch. 
unſettled and wandering life? Alas! my brethren, 
u krow little of human nature, if you think ſo. 
ake the experiment yourſelves. Several .of you are 
eachers and believe yourſelves called to the work, 
me out then, and go with us into the high-ways and 
ages, travelling without intermiſſion, How city to 
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oOurſelves to be cal 


cCiͤous blood, Let us ſtrive to reſtore the ſpirit of pr 


| E 
city, from town to town, from village to village, . 
publiſh the Goſpel of the grace of God, Cine uy gy 
gains of your Trade and Merchandiſe, leave yay 
warm and comfortable habitations, with all your CON 
nections and engagements, and ſpend the reſt of yy 
few days in helping us to ſeek and fave loft fouls, By 
if you cannot or will not do this: if it be too great; 
factifice for you to make, at leaſt let us requeſt of yg dor 
not to diſcourage and thereby hinder thoſe that hay tio 
already made it, or are diſpoſed ſo to do, Do ng 
weaken our hands in God, nor add to our burden, 4, 
ready greater than we frequently know how to ben 
But, on the contrary, as I have, by experience, knom 
many of you do in days of old, lighten it all you can, e. 
or aſſiſt us to beat it, Many a time did you refreſh ny WM" 
bowels in the Lord, during the three years I laboured 
with unſpeakable ſatisfaction and comfort, and, ] hops 
with ſome ſucceſs among you. Your counſel and ad 
vice, your countenance and ſupport, were not, at ay" 
time, withheld from the noble cauſe in which we wer 
all engaged, Often, did you accompany me on fo 
and horſeback, when I went with a meſlage of mercy 
to any Town or Village, to which Chriſt had not beeg 
preached, and if there was any danger, failed not ty 
and foremoſt to meet it. I cannot forget thoſe dayy 
my brethren. The recolle&ion of them is pleaſant 


and draws tears from my eyes while I now wnte, A" 


ſhall we now fall out by the way, and after we hay 
travelled on in company towards the heavenly Canan 
ſo many years, ſhall we part at laſt, as though we vere 
not direfling our courſe to one and the ſame end, one 
Mount Zion, one city of the living Gop, one heaven, 
alem Are we not the ſervants of one Lord, the T 
children of one Father, and the feirs of one inheritance 
Have we not long profeſſed one faith, and believe 

fed in one hope of our calling? Au. 
are we not members of one body, inhabited by one ſpit? 
Let us then love as brethren, and be pitiful and cout 
teous. Let us feel for and ſympathize with one anothe 8 :n 
and all the followers of our common Lord, Let u 
draw in one yoke, and unite our counſels and ende 
vours to help forward that great work of reformiti 
and renewing mankind, for which the Son of God 
came into the world, and for which he ſhed his pre 


mitive 


® 
E- 8-7 ; 


we Methodiſm, which ſome think is greatly decayed 
not us, the ſpirit of ſeriouine and watchfulneſs, 
er and praiſe „f felf denial and mortification, 
N and diligence, of hmpiicity and fincerity, of 
kneſs and patience, of joy and love, of deadneſs 
he world and devotedneſs to God, Here, my bre- 
a. is work enough for us all, and work that muſt 
Pe, or notwithſtanding any and all external re- 
tions, our glory will depart from us, and we ſhall . 
be able to bear witneſs, like our late aged Father, 
b our dying lips, that the beft of all is, God is with 
Believe me, my brethren, believe hi», or rather 
eve the Scriptures This ts the beſt of all, If we 
e this, we ſhall go on and proſper, in ſpite of all 
ofition, and notwithſtanding all the late contentions 
reby Satan has thruſt ſore at us that we might fall, 
if we have not this, no alterations of our Plan, or 
poſed amendments of our ſyſtem, will be able to 
etre us. O God, do thou ariſe for us! Do thou 
up thy power and. come among us and fave us! Do 
look down from heaven, and behold from the habita- 
of thy holeneſs and of thy glory where is thy zeal 
thy ſtrength, the ſounding of thy bowels, and of thy 
es towards us ? Are they reſtrained ? Doubtleſs thou 
ur Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us and Iſrael 
lege us not e thou, O Lord, art our Father, our 
emer, thy name is from everlaſting. Oh that thou 
eſt rend the heavens ! that thou wouldeſt come down ! 
the mountains might flow down at thy preſence ! As 
thou did wonderful things which we looked not for. 
nete t thoſe that rejoice and wort righteouſneſs, that 
er thee in thy ways but, behold thou art wroth, 
rd, the clave finned, But now, O Lord, thou art our Fa- 
itance ; we are the clay, and thou art our potter, and we 
ele! the work of thy hands. Be not wroth very fore, 0 
Ai nither remember iniquity for ever Behold, we 
ſport TG (hee, we are thy people. In all our affiiftion thou 
d cor eflied: The angel of thy preſence ſaved us. In thy 
anothet and in thy pity thou redeemed us, and bare us and 
Tau all the days of old, For we will mention thy 
| ende ll tindneſes, and thy praiſes, according to all that thou 
„ loved on us, and the great goodneſs thou haft ſhewn 
of Co Fe will remember the days of old, our Moſes and his 


bes, Where is he that brought them up out 7 


nitive 
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the fea,. with the Shepherd of his flock ? Where i; 


he lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold there flo g 


Joſtua went unto him and faid, Art thou for us, | 
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hut his holy Spirit 

hand of hi M die his glorious arm, to male j 
an een mee? that led them through the dey 
they ſhould nat ſtumble, and whoſe ſpirit cauſed fi 
reſt And it came to paſs when Foſhua was by Jerich 


I them ? that led them, by the 


over againſt him, with a ſword drawn, in his hand; 


our Adverſaries ? And he faid, Nay, But as Catia 
the Lord's hoſt am I now come. Amen even f 
Lord Jeſus, and lead us on to conquelt and a crow 


1 am, 
$2 Dear Brethren, 
Your affectionate Brother, 


JOSEPH BENS 


—— — — 


